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Good evening, Brooklyn!  

Thank you for being here tonight.   

I love you all:   

The Council Members, State Senators and Assembly Members,    

Our community board members, local leaders, and neighbors here with us,   

Our performers, 

Our hosts at the Brooklyn Museum 

And of course, my team at Borough Hall.  

Thank you for showing up for Brooklyn each and every day. 

Tonight, we’re going to do something a little different. 

Tonight, we’re going to celebrate. 

Because it has been an incredible four years of putting in the work for 
Brooklyn. 

Four years of showing up, speaking up, and fighting for every family, every 
neighborhood, every corner of this borough.  

I don't know about you, but I think that's worth celebrating. 

Especially right now, when that work matters more than ever. 

Brooklyn has always been a place people come to build a new life. A fresh 
start. 

Last year, I told you about my own family’s story, leaving the Dominican 
Republic to build a life on the South Side of Williamsburg. 

My family leaned on every program this city had to offer—section 8 housing, 
food stamps, scholarships, you name it. 



The resources and infrastructure my family had access to in Brooklyn 
changed everything for us. 

They made it possible for me to stand here today as your Borough President. 

My family’s story is one of millions just like it. 

If you talk to just about any family in this country, chances are someone in 
their story passed through Brooklyn. 

A Jewish baker. An Italian dockworker. A Haitian home health aide. A Yemeni 
deli owner.  

And I’m not just talking about families that moved here generations ago. I’m 
talking about the ones that arrived yesterday too. 

If you live in Brooklyn, you’re a Brooklynite. Period.  

Regardless of what a former mayor might have said, you don’t have to go back 
to Iowa. 

People from every corner of the planet, every walk of life, are welcome in this 
borough.  

And as we approach the 250th anniversary America, tonight, I want to remind 
everyone that Brooklyn represents our country at its best.  

All roads lead to Brooklyn.  

Everyone belongs here.  

And the work that the people in this room do every day, the work I’m proud to 
support as your Borough President, makes sure that when families decide to 
build a life here, they have what they need to thrive. 

Over the past four years, when our communities called, you answered. You 
showed up. 

And the results speak for themselves. 

We worked to invest millions into this borough’s mothers and families. 



We worked to deliver thousands of new homes for Brooklynites. 

We worked to unlock more opportunities for Brooklynites in every corner of 
the borough. 

We worked to uplift the artists and creatives that make Brooklyn...Brooklyn.  

And we worked to make Brooklyn a place where everyone belongs—one 
where immigrants will always be welcome. 

Tonight, I want to talk about that work. 

What we’ve achieved, and what comes next. 

Over the last four years, we put maternal health first and set a goal to make 
this the safest place in the city to have a baby. 

We made an unprecedented investment—an entire fiscal year’s capital 
budget—to renovate labor and delivery units at Brooklyn’s public hospitals.  

$45 million to Woodhull, Kings County, and South Brooklyn Health to upgrade 
facilities, expand services, and deliver world-class care.  

Most of you know about that. 

But hospital infrastructure isn’t enough to address New York City’s maternal 
health crisis. 

That’s why we launched a Maternal Health Taskforce and a $250,000 public 
education campaign to help expecting parents navigate pregnancy and 
connect with resources.  

We piloted the “Born in Brooklyn” baby box program, providing 500 families 
with essential supplies and postpartum resources. 

Through our Community Baby Shower Fund, we helped grassroots 
organizations host baby showers across Brooklyn and put baby supplies 
directly into families’ hands while building community around them. 

And now we’re working with Brooklyn College and partners across CUNY to 
expand the maternal health workforce, preparing the next generation of 
providers to care for families across our city. 



But supporting families doesn’t stop when a baby is born. 

It means making sure children have the support they need to grow, learn, and 
succeed. 

That’s why, over the last four years, we allocated more than $76 million to our 
schools, helping ensure that our students have the facilities and technology 
they deserve, no matter their zip code. 

That’s why, when the city tried to shut down four daycare centers in Brooklyn, 
including the one I went to as a child, we fought back.  

We rallied with teachers, parents, abuelos, and abuelas, to make our voices 
heard, and we won that fight to keep their doors open...because our 
communities are not disposable, and investing in our children matters. 

And that’s why, this week in Brownsville, I was proud announce that our office 
is bringing sensory rooms to every single District 75 elementary school in 
Brooklyn. 

At 9.25 million dollars, this is one of my largest single investments as your 
Borough President. With this investment, we’re hitting the ground running to 
bring sensory rooms to at least 18 schools in Brooklyn.  

We're setting a new standard in Brooklyn, ensuring that students of all 
abilities have spaces at school that feel safe, supportive, and engaging. 

Every school should be equipped to support your children...it doesn’t matter 
how much money you have or what community you come from. 

All of our students deserve the best.  

Everyone belongs in Brooklyn, and that means we deliver the resources our 
people need from the very beginning. 

And to create belonging for Brooklynites, we must also confront one of the 
biggest challenges facing our borough today: housing. 

Because if all roads lead to Brooklyn, then Brooklyn has to be a place you can 
afford to call home. 



We took on deed theft because we know scammers are coming for our Black 
and Brown neighbors, stripping families of their homes and the generational 
wealth they worked their whole lives to build. 

We supported projects and neighborhood planning efforts that prioritize 
affordable housing, allocating more than 30 million capital dollars toward 
housing construction and approving more than 12,000 affordable units. 

Through our Divine Dwellings initiative, we’re providing faith institutions 1-1 
technical support to explore building affordable housing right in their own 
backyards. 

This year, we’re working with ten faith institutions across the borough. 

And last November, voters made it quicker, easier, and cheaper to build 
housing.  

Through the newly created Affordable Housing Appeals Board, my office has 
been given a stronger voice to ensure every community is doing its part to 
build our way out of the housing crisis.  

But building housing is only part of this work.  

We cannot talk about housing without talking about tenants.  

Nearly 70% of Brooklynites, like me, are renters.  

And all people deserve access to safe, dignified housing. 

Last year, we teamed up with Council Member Crystal Hudson to introduce 
the Tenant Relocation Act which would provide direct financial assistance 
when tenants are forced to relocate.  

Because if our neighbors are displaced through no fault of their own, they 
shouldn't be hung out to dry.  

New York City should have your back. 

All of this—the housing we build, the tenants we protect, the neighborhoods 
we invest in— is part of a bigger picture.   

Because the challenges facing Brooklyn don't exist in isolation. 



That’s why in 2023, we launched the Comprehensive Plan for Brooklyn, the 
largest comprehensive planning effort in New York City history.  

Built on years of community input, it’s a boroughwide roadmap that goes 
beyond any single issue, guiding land use decisions, aligning city agencies, 
and giving community boards, advocates, and constituents a shared vision 
for how we grow together. 

The plan provides a blueprint to ensure every Brooklynite is healthy, housed, 
and supported. 

And in 2025, we released a bigger, better version of this plan. 

Offering a deeper analysis of the borough’s inequities and an expanded set of 
policy recommendations, the 2025 Comprehensive Plan for Brooklyn 
received an award from the American Planning Association for leadership in 
city and regional planning.  

Shout out to my team for that W! 

At the heart of The 2025 plan is the Access to Opportunity Index that I teased 
at last year’s State of the Borough. 

It’s the first of its kind in Brooklyn, and it’s so groundbreaking that one of our 
planners won a New York State award for developing it.  

So, what is it?  

The index provides us with a common vocabulary for understanding what 
opportunity is and where it lies in our borough.  

It maps which communities have access to essentials like schools, parks, 
jobs, transit, and healthcare to help us better understand where gaps exist in 
our borough and where investment is needed the most.  

It also helps us determine where to build housing. 

We found that some of the most resource-rich communities in Brooklyn are 
severely lagging behind in building new housing... and yet, they are exactly the 
kinds of places where we need housing the most.  



Because everyone benefits when families live in neighborhoods that have the 
resources they need to thrive.  

Every neighborhood needs to do its part to combat the housing crisis...we 
can’t expect neighborhoods that are already stretched for resources and 
infrastructure to shoulder that burden alone.  

Building a Brooklyn where everyone belongs means being intentional about 
where we invest and how we plan. 

We also have to be intentional about strengthening our community boards. 

Over the past four years, we worked to expand outreach during the 
application season, because every Brooklynite should know about 
opportunities to participate in our borough’s government. 

As a result, more Brooklynites than ever applied to serve, including young 
people, longtime residents, renters, homeowners, immigrants, and neighbors 
from every corner of our borough who want to play a role in shaping their 
neighborhoods.  

Today, our Community Boards are more representative of our borough’s rich 
diversity.  

Because if everyone belongs in Brooklyn, we should see that reflected in who 
gets to shape the future of this borough. 

And if all roads lead to Brooklyn, we also need to talk about the infrastructure 
that keeps our borough moving.  

All around Brooklyn, there are communities that are so rich in culture and 
history and yet they are left out of the transit connections that open doors to 
jobs, education, and healthcare. 

Instead, we're asking folks to wait for buses that never come or spend 
thousands of dollars on cars. 

That’s why we’re fighting to make the IBX a reality, because we know that 
opportunity should never depend on your zip code.  

You shouldn’t have to own a car just to get around the city you love. 



And you shouldn’t have to take the train to Manhattan just to get to Queens. 

We're also working with the MTA to redesign Brooklyn's bus network, so 
service is faster, more reliable, and better connected to the communities that 
need it most.  

Because for too many Brooklynites, the problem isn't just that there's no 
subway nearby.  

It's that the bus never comes. 

And when it does come, it should get you where you need to go.  

That means more dedicated bus lanes, protected from the traffic that slows 
everything down.  

It means the political will to redesign our streets around people, not just cars. 

It also means making sure our system is accessible for everyone who rides it, 
so seniors, people with disabilities, and parents with strollers can move 
through the city they call home.  

Above all, it means being bold enough to imagine what's possible.  

When I was in the City Council, I fought to deliver Fair Fares, because cost 
should never be a barrier to getting to work, school, or a doctor's 
appointment.  

As Borough President, I've kept pushing to expand eligibility so more New 
Yorkers can get where they need to go.  

That work isn't done. 

Mayor Mamdani ran on making buses free, and we should be fighting 
alongside him to make it happen. 

Because every day that we don't, someone in Canarsie, or Mill Basin, or 
Marine Park, is doing the math—figuring out if they can afford the fare, if the 
bus will show up, if they can keep building a life here. 

These are our neighbors. They deserve a city that fights for them. 

Somewhere along the way, we forgot that fighting for them meant thinking big.  



We got cautious.  

New York City stopped believing that government could actually change 
people's lives.  

But it can.  

And it will again. 

Take a look at congestion pricing. It took decades, literally decades, to 
implement congestion pricing. People thought the world would end. 

One year later: traffic is down...the air is cleaner...subway ridership is 
up...and buses are getting from point A to point B more quickly.   

Over half a billion in revenue has been generated so far, unlocking billions 
more in critical improvements for the MTA.  

That’s money for new elevators and escalators in stations all over the city.  

Signal upgrades for quicker, more reliable service on Fulton Street along the A 
and C trains right here in Brooklyn.  

And thousands of new subway cars to deliver a more modern and 
comfortable rider experience for all of us.  

When we invest in our infrastructure, we’re investing in the links that connect 
our neighbors and build community. 

And in Brooklyn, community has always come to life through music, fashion, 
visual art, and storytelling born in our neighborhoods. 

We love to brag about how some of the world’s most famous artists and 
creatives come from Brooklyn, but this borough’s culture shows up first and 
foremost on our streets. 

It shows up in our neighbors, in the clothes they wear and the stories they tell. 

And it shows up in our celebrations.  

Which is why I’m incredibly proud to announce that my office is allocating 
funding to Coney Island USA to keep an important piece of Brooklyn culture 
alive: the Mermaid Parade. 



Because Brooklyn is at its best when people show up and show out—when 
they have space to be creative and get a little weird. 

It’s in our borough’s DNA. 

Over the last four years, we’ve celebrated that side of Brooklyn by uplifting 
artists and making Borough Hall a home for our creative community. 

We launched the Arts Ambassador initiative, designed to provide mentorship 
for emerging Brooklyn artists...strengthen connections between creatives and 
cultural institutions...and to expand public engagement with the arts.   

We named our first ambassador, Colm Dillane, a Brooklyn-born creative 
whose brand, KidSuper, has gained global recognition for its blend of fashion, 
art, and community storytelling. 

In partnership with Colm, we launched The People’s Runway, an official New 
York Fashion Week show hosted at Borough Hall, featuring five of Brooklyn’s 
most promising designers.  

Thousands of people showed up, and it was such a hit that Complex 
Magazine named it the best Runway Show of all of New York Fashion Week. 

Colm also designed the 2025 limited edition Brooklyn pin, and together we 
launched the first ever Brooklyn Pin Design Competition. 

Brooklynites of all ages, from every part of the borough, and all walks of life, 
submitted original designs for this year’s limited edition Brooklyn pin. 

In fact, we even got a few submissions from Queens, which coincidentally 
ended up in the trash. 

In all seriousness, each submission captured a different facet of Brooklyn, 
and every single one communicated a deep love for the place we call home. 

Reviewing those designs made one thing very clear: the future of Brooklyn’s 
creative community is bright. 

And tonight, I’m honored to introduce the winner of the first-ever Brooklyn pin 
design competition, Mellina. 



Mellina, please stand up. 

Mellina is a high school student from southern Brooklyn, and the daughter of 
Ukrainian immigrants. 

Her design is shaped by that experience and serves as a reminder that 
Brooklyn’s story is still being written every day by the people who live here. 

Brooklyn belongs to everyone, and that means everyone’s story belongs in 
Brooklyn.  

Our borough has long been shaped by journeys of migration, by struggles for 
justice, by faith, by organizing, and by neighbors looking out for one another. 

Because when all roads lead here, they carry voices from every corner of the 
world.  

It is up to us to recognize them and carry their stories forward. 

That is why tonight I am proud to thank our borough’s long-time historian Ron 
Schweiger for his 25 years of service and name him our Borough Historian 
Emeritus. 

Stand up please, Ron. 

I also have the honor of announcing the appointment of our new Brooklyn 
Borough Historian, Asad Dandia. 

Asad, please stand up. 

Asad is a born and raised Brooklynite, the son of Pakistani immigrants, a 
community organizer, educator, and public historian who has dedicated his 
work to uplifting the histories of communities that are too often overlooked.  

His work reminds us that history lives not only in archives, but in our streets, 
our institutions, and our communities. 

With Asad as Borough Historian, we recommit to telling a Brooklyn story that 
reflects every community and every voice that calls this borough home. 

Because Brooklyn’s culture and history cannot be separated from the 
journeys that brought people here. 



From Irish, Italian, and Jewish immigrants in the 19th century to Caribbean, 
Chinese, and Russian communities in the ‘80s, this borough has always been 
shaped by immigrants who arrived looking for safety, opportunity, and a 
chance to build a better life for their families. 

And throughout my time as Borough President, I’ve proudly stood in defense 
of our immigrant communities. 

In 2024 we opened Brooklyn Borough Hall as a satellite Asylum Application 
Help Center, bringing community partners together to help nearly 6,000 
asylum seekers apply for work authorization and navigate a system that can 
feel overwhelming. 

We spoke out in support of Temporary Protected Status, especially for our 
Haitian neighbors, because we wouldn’t be Brooklyn without them. 

We advocated for federal protections so families fleeing instability and 
violence can live and work here with dignity and without fear. 

And in the months ahead, we will continue this work as part of a new 
campaign: Our City, Our Sanctuary. 

Our City, Our Sanctuary pairs direct community outreach with a centralized 
digital resource hub. 

My office will be partnering with trusted community organizations to host 
Know-Your-Rights and ICE Awareness trainings all over Brooklyn. 

And members of our community can turn to our digital resource hub right now 
to learn more about their rights...how to report discrimination and 
misconduct...and how to connect with community partners. 

Because right now, too many of our neighbors are living in fear, trying to figure 
out how to protect themselves and their families. 

They’re afraid to go to parent-teacher conferences at their children’s school. 

They’re afraid to go to the police station to report domestic violence.  

They’re afraid to go to the hospital to get a broken bone checked out. 



They’re afraid that one wrong step will get them deported. 

And they need to know that Brooklyn is on their side. We are all on their side.  

None of this work happens alone. 

The people in this room made all of this happen. 

And you made it happen during extraordinarily difficult times. 

Across the country, we are witnessing attacks on American democracy. 

The Trump administration wants to divide us— 

to convince us that only some of us deserve to build a life in America, to voice 
our opinions, and to celebrate our culture. 

They want us to fear our neighbors.  

In fact, they want us to hate our neighbors.  

But in the face of Trump’s xenophobia, his fearmongering, and his violence,  

Brooklyn turned struggle into solidarity.  

Brooklynites hail from every corner of the globe, from every walk of life. 

All roads lead here. 

And we know that our immigrant neighbors, our Black and Brown neighbors, 
our queer and trans neighbors...they make our borough great.  

Everyone belongs in Brooklyn. There’s no dividing us.  

Thank you for making Brooklyn a place where anyone can access opportunity, 
dignity, and community. 

Thank you for honoring the roads that brought our neighbors here,  

and the stories they carry with them. 

And thank you for fighting to protect what makes us Brooklyn. 

Because Brooklyn isn’t just where we live, it's how we live and who we are. 

And that’s worth fighting for. 

Thank you. 



 


