
 

 
 

BROOKLYN BOROUGH BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
Tuesday, December 2, 2025 @ 6:00 p.m.   

Brooklyn Borough Hall 
209 Joralemon Street, Brooklyn, NY 11201  

And Via Webex Livestream 
YouTube Recording 

 
  
Call to Order - 6:18p.m.  Quorum 20 
 
Present: Rosemary Espinal (CB1), Anthony Buissereth (CB3), Milagros Sandoval (CB4), Mike 
Racioppo (CB 6), Julio Peña (CB7), Irsa Weatherspoon (CB8), Fred Baptiste (CB9), Marnee Elias- 
Pavia (CB 11) Jeanny Hernandez (CB13), Karl-Henry Cesar (CB14), Theresa Scavo (CB15),  
 
Isabel Kaufman-Sites (Restler-33), Victoria Peters (Gutierrez –34), Sasha Revels (Vernikov-48), CM 
Mealy -41, Ayanna Williams (Mealy-41), Kyle Graham (Banks-42), Fedir Usamov (Zhuang – 43), Daniel 
Heredia (Louis 45), Sasha Revels (Vernikov 48), Nancy Roden (Carr 50) 
 
Borough President’s Office: Carol-Ann Church; Spencer Williams, Madeline Enlow, Martin Fitzsimmons 
(IT). 
 
Presenters: Gregory Anderson, ED; Paul Kress, VP; Jeffrey Chu, Program Director (Bridge Street 
Development Corporation), Kendall Christiansen, Strategy Advisor (Congregational Home Legacy 
Fund) 
 
Guests: Mark Benoit, Maya Kremen, Senior Executive (Geto & de Milly)  

                                                                          
Approval of the Agenda: Scavo/Cesar 

  
Approval of the Minutes - 11.06.2025 Pena/Revels 
 
Borough Hall & Board Member Updates  
 

a. BP Reynoso has partnered with CM Hudson, CM Hanif and CM Nurse to introduce legislation 
into the City Council. Intro 1482 would require the New York City Department of Housing 
Preservation and Development and landlords to provide financial assistance to qualifying low-
income tenants who are displaced by housing demolition, substantial rehabilitation, change of use, 
or removal of rent or income restrictions. 

 
b. CB Applications are live and will close on February 6, 2026. 

1) Members with terms expiring March 31, 2026 – must apply to be considered for 
reappointment 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UlPl3R_jU7M


 
 

c. Council Member Mealy’s office is providing the following  
 

1) Veterans Assistance every first Wednesday 
2) Boots on the Ground every Friday Mt. Ararat Senior Center 
3) Dec 20 – Monthly Advisory meeting 11am - 12:30 
4) Beginning 2nd week in January free tax preparation 
5) Mondays – Immigration 
6) Tuesdays – Housing assistance 

 
Council Member Mealy alerted the meeting attendees to be aware of the COPA and what its 
implications will be.  
 
Intro 1482 – Does the bill address funding?  
Bill has two sources of funding -. the landlord and the city. Amount is based on agency rulemaking 
At this time unsure how NYCHA will be included due to the federal qualifications. However, Section 8 
recipients will be eligible. 
 
Attendance is being posted to the Borough Board’s webpage - however there’s a month’s lag as it is 
updated when the minutes are approved.  
 
CB 3 board elections – Chair Bussiereth has been reappointed  

 
Unfinished Business - None 
 
Communications & Reports  
Open Meetings Law Sub-Committee.  The committee will meet on December 10 and provide a report 
at the next board meeting on January 6, 2026. 
 
Presentation: Developing Affordable Housing Under 202, was led by Gregory Anderson, President 
& CEO.    Mark Benoit, Maya Kremen, Senior Executive, Geto & de Milly and Kendall Christiansen, 
Strategy Advisor, Congregational Home Legacy Fund. 
 
BSDC 60 years serving the community providing services to businesses, seniors and youth  

• 202 – Housing for low-income seniors under federal 202 program. There are 86 buildings 
• BSDC has launched 202 Preservation program 
• Educate owners about government funding including funding and tech assistance 
• Building coalition for an advocacy organization to assist 
• Would like assistance in contacting owners of 202 projects   

o Brooklyn has 83 2022 properties, 8800 units - mostly owned by non-profits and faith-
based organizations.  

o Many are in physical, financial and organizational distress  
o This work focuses on affordable senior housing.  

 83% financed through Project Rental Assistance (PRAC) or Section 8 
 3240 units are deemed at risk by HUD 

• Have created a Preservation Toolkit that includes 
o Technical Assistance, property needs assessments  



o Funding + Financing Assessments to navigate local, state and federal options 
o Policy + Program Advocacy to leverage political and funding support to meet 

preservation goals 
o Want everyone to talk about this matter and collaborate on finding solutions. 

• Looking at existing preservation models and building new models 
• Most efficient to do a portfolio approach by creatin coalition of owner and developers will bring 

in more resources. 
• Leverage resources, corporate, philanthropic and governmental   

 
Goals: 
Compliance with LL 97 and decarbonize the buildings 
Solve financial barriers to preservation – rehab work is very expensive.  
Talk to the seniors - building owners are not being responsive  
Look at new resources – New capital fund and creative sources of financing  
 
Actions  
Created and advisory committee and building political awareness - businesses, funders, city and state 
elected officials, city agencies. 
Meeting on December 16 at Borough Hall with owners, elected officials etc.  
Provide boards with a cover letter and list of 202’s in each community district.  
 
Other Business - None 

 
Adjournment – Meeting adjourned at 7:40 p.m. 

Next meeting scheduled for January 6, 2026; at 6:00 p.m. 

 
### 

  


