Brooklyn Borough Board Meeting — September 2, 2025

BROOKLYN BOROUGH BOARD MEETING
Tuesday, September 2, 2025 @ 6:00 p.m.
Brooklyn Borough Hall
209 Joralemon Street, Brooklyn, NY 11201

Brooklyn Borough Board Meeting Recording

Welcome and Roll Call: Meeting was called to order at 6:15 pm. Quorum established at 26.

Community boards: Rosemary Espinal (CB1), Anthony Buissereth (CB3), Robert Camacho
(CB4), Alice Lowman (CB5), Julio Pena (CB7), Irsa Weatherspoon (CB8), Fred Baptiste
(CB9), Sandy Vallas (CB10), Marnee Pavia (CB11), Jeanny Hernandez (CB 13), Karl-Henry
Cesar (CB 14), Theresa Scavo (CB15), Rodrick Daley (CB17).

Council Members: Molly Haley (Restler-33), Victoria Peters (Gutierrez-34), Deme Brown
(Hudson-35), Michelle Beatty (Osse-36), Samori Toure (Nurse (37), Ed Cerna (Aviles-38),
Matthew Malloy (Hanif-39), Ayanna Williams (Mealy-41),Deedra Cheatham (Banks-42),
Anna Firsova (Zhuang-43), Daniel Heredia (Louis-45), Frank Shea (Narcisse-46), Sasha
Revels (Inna Vernikow-48), Nanci Roden (Carr-50).

Brooklyn Borough President’s Office: Spencer Williams (Director of Land Use), Bianca
Stephenson (Community Boards Coordinator), Martin Fitzpatrick (IT).

Approval of the Agenda: Motion approved by consensus
Approval of the Minutes: Motioned approved by consensus

Meeting Chair — Spencer Williams

Broadway Junction ULURP Application

After extensive debate, including concerns about community engagement and the Borough
President’s recommendation to approve without conditions, the board moved to vote.

¢ Vote Result:



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f8seVr1Gaw4&list=PLeH2G3MojjWIgC7BGQv0hdzRUS5BxgnpG
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f8seVr1Gaw4&list=PLeH2G3MojjWIgC7BGQv0hdzRUS5BxgnpG
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o Yes:0
o No:4
o Abstentions: 11
e Outcome: The Borough Board did not take a formal position. Per procedural rules, the
high number of abstentions meant no action was recorded.

Board members expressed frustration that the vote was rushed and that community concerns—
especially from CB4 and CBS5 - were not adequately addressed. Members also felt that Borough
Hall did not factor in boards’ position.

Bylaws Amendments

The board voted on a set of amendments to modernize and clarify its operating procedures. Key
changes included:

o Updating language for inclusivity (e.g., “his/her” — “their”)
e Aligning summer recess with community board schedules
o Allowing votes on time-sensitive items in the same meeting
e (larifying hybrid meeting protocols
* Vote Result:
o Yes: 26
o No:0
o Abstentions: 2
e Outcome: Amendments were adopted. The board now has clearer, more flexible
procedures for voting and representation.

Grand Army Plaza Sidewalk Reconstruction

DOT presented a $308,000 plan to replace aging sidewalks and cobblestones with tinted concrete
and grass ribbon.

e No vote was taken at this meeting.
e Outcome: Deferred to the October meeting for formal action, in accordance with newly
amended bylaws.

Member Concerns: Several board members voiced concern over perceived disparities in capital
spending. They noted that high-profile areas like Grand Army Plaza often receive upgrades while
parks in working-class neighborhoods lack basic infrastructure like restrooms. Some questioned
why similar investments weren’t being made in smaller, underserved parks. However, one
member clarified that this section of Prospect Park is not an affluent area, and emphasized that
the improvements would benefit seniors, children, and residents with mobility challenges.

4. Prospect Park Restroom & Shirley Chisholm Pavilion

Prospect Park Alliance presented a $6.875 million plan to restore the Parkside restroom and
build a pavilion honoring Shirley Chisholm.
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o No vote was taken at this meeting.
e Outcome: Deferred to the October meeting to allow affected community boards time to
review and provide input.

Discussion Highlights:

e Members appreciated the cultural significance of the project and the effort to honor
Shirley Chisholm’s legacy.

e Concerns were raised about timing and lack of prior engagement with adjacent
communities, especially given the summer recess of community boards.

e Some questioned why similar investments weren’t being made in smaller, underserved
parks across Brooklyn. However, one member clarified that the Parkside and Ocean
Avenue entrance is not an affluent area of the park and emphasized that the
improvements would directly benefit working-class families, seniors, and children who
regularly use that entrance.

e The board acknowledged the need to ensure that capital investments in flagship parks do
not come at the expense of neighborhood playgrounds and local green spaces.

5. Open Meetings Law Expiration

e Motion made and seconded to move this item to the October meeting.
e QOutcome: Approved without opposition.

6. November Meeting Date

Due to conflicts with Election Day and Veterans Day, the board discussed rescheduling the
November meeting.

e Proposed Date: Thursday, November 6, 2025
e Outcome: Options will be circulated to members to finalize a date.

7. Member Requests

e (CBI17 requested a dedicated meeting with DOT to discuss proposed bike lanes, citing
community opposition and concerns about compliance-driven planning.

8. Adjournment

e The meeting was adjourned by consensus at 8:30 p.m.
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