
 

 
 

 

Brooklyn Borough Board Meeting 

Tuesday June 3, 2025  

Brooklyn Borough Hall 

209 Joralemon Street, Brooklyn, NY 11201 

Livestreamed via Webex 

 

Welcome and Roll Call.  Meeting was called to order at 6:15 pm. Quorum established at 22 

 

Community boards: Gina Barros, Rosemary Espinal (CB1), Anthony Buissereth (CB3), Robert 

Camacho (CB4), Alice Lowman (CB5), Julio Pena (CB7), Irsa Weatherspoon (CB8), Fred 

Baptiste (CB9), Sandy Vallas (CB10), Jeanny Hernandez (CB 13), Karl-Henry Cesar (CB 14), 

Theresa Scavo (CB15), Margaret Brewer (CB16). 

 

Council Members: Angela Yang (Restler-33), Anya Lehr (Gutierrez-34), Samori Toure (Nurse -

37), Christina Bottega (Aviles-38), Musarrat Lumia (Hanif- 39), Ayanna Williams (Mealy-41), 

Stanley Ng (Zhuang-43), Daniel Heredia (Louis-45), Saye Joseph (Narcisse- 46), Nancy Roden 

(Carr-50). 

 

Borough President’s Office: Carol-Ann Church, (Dir. Community Boards), Corina Lozada Smith 

(General Counsel), Bianca Stephenson (Community Boards Coordinator), Martin Fitzpatrick (IT). 

 

Approval of the Agenda: Motioned by Scavo, Second Vallas, approved by consensus 

Approval of the Minutes: Motioned by Weatherspoon, Second Camacho, approved by 

consensus 

 

Borough Board Updates 

 

Borough President’s Office will host one on one with Economic Development Corporation on 

June 4 @6pm to discuss the proposed redevelopment of the 122-acre waterfront are of the 

Brooklyn Marine Terminal. 

Also, lots of observations and heritage celebrations. A few of them are 

Caribbean Heritage month, Puerto Rican Heritage, Pride Month, Juneteenth and Father’s Day, 

so go out celebrate our diversity and meet our neighbors.  

 

 



CB 8 June 10 -Hosting a community baby shower for 350 persons at Chelsea Piers 

CB 9 – The Downstate recommendation was due to the governor on June 1. Awaiting the 

publication of the recommendations 

Hosting community fair on June 7 at Ronald Mc Nair Park 

CB 3 – in partnership with the Bed-Stuy Gateway BID will be hosting an e-waste truck at Marcy 

Plaza 

CB 4 – will have its 15th annual Shape Up Brooklyn on June 5 

CB 14 – When will the board attendance be posted to the website? 

 Would like to get the community boards’ demographic data 

BH- The spreadsheet is ready, just need to prioritize posting 

 The office is producing the mandatory demographic report, which is due July 1, and will 

be published to the website.   

 

PRESENTATION 

Neighborhood Advisory Board (NAB) – presentation to increase awareness of the boards and 

the importance of participating in drawing resources to the community.  

Presenters: Anita Antonetty, Senior Director 

Damari Oramas, Borough Director 

Elizabeth Adedeji, Liaison 

 

The program was an initiative of President Johnson’s War of Poverty to address areas with 

entrenched poverty. There are 17 boards in Brooklyn, each board has 12 members, ages 16+ 

and serve two 3-year terms. The boards complete a needs assessment every 3 years and are 

currently in process of creating this cycle’s assessment.  The boards meet quarterly, and 

members receive a $25 travel voucher for attending meetings in-person. Many boards have 

vacancies,  

 

Camacho (CB4) - I’m a current NAB member and want to encourage others to spread the word 

about that. It is very important for the community to participate. 

 

Hernandez (CB13) – How soon are programs implemented after recommendation?  

Response: Currently working on 2020 recommendations 

 

Lowman (CB 5) – Request to have the presentation emailed to the board.  

 

 

ULURP PUBLIC HEARING: 

EDC Presenters: Greg Banger, Gabe Sidel and Hiya Resby and Julianne Herskowitz 

A funding allocation of $130 million has been set aside for this project to  

o Expand public space by building out the Callahan- Kelly Playground 

o Transform MTA parking lot into a public plaza on Van Sinderen Avenue 

▪ Improve pedestrian safety, 

▪ Build better transit connections  

o Activating city owned land in the area 

▪ EDC recently opened a 3500 sq ft recycling facility 



▪ Completed a $9 million renovation of the East New Your Industrial building on 

Powell and Pitkin streets 

▪ Launched a RFP for two additional sites in the business zone 

▪ Strengthen community workforce development.  

o The project will relocate the Transit Bureau 33 precinct to 1508 Herkimer Street by 

2028.  The facility will include a community space. Half of the lot will be developed in the 

future by the owner. 

 

o MWBE Target is 30% - also 30% of labor hours are to be performed by community-

based hires from East New York, Cypress Hills, Brownsville, Ocean Hill and Bushwick.  

o The project is complemented by the $400 million investment by the MTA to make 

Broadway Junction universally accessible. 

 

Inspector Gorman 

Current police station is not conducive to modern work and lacks the physical space for the size 

of the work force.  The new space will also have a community facility aimed at interacting with 

the neighborhood youth. NYPD will be solely responsible for the maintenance of the new 

property unlike at the current MTA owned location.  Precinct vehicle fleet will have dedicated 

parking spaces at new location 

 

Parks and Recreation – Elizabeth Ernish. The NYPD facility is on parkland, and this project will 

return the space to public use.  

 

Chair Lowman 

o Concerns about adequate parking for the officers.  

o The provided parking will only serve the official fleet and not relieve pressure on street 

parking. 

o Why is the Police Department retaining space on the MTA property.  It should be 

returned to the community 

o EDC should purchase additional land to create a parking lot. 

o Wants EDC to have a joint meeting with both Community Boards 5 and 16 

o Feels that EDC is not being transparent as they have not revealed the architectural 

design for the Totem building. 

 

Julianne 

o EDC will be returning to both the committee and the general meetings 

o Believe the project is returning land to public use 

o  Streetscape improvements, safety on Broadway 

o Will continue to search for additional parking 

 

Samori Toure (representing CM Nurse) 

o Councilmember welcomes the improvements that the plazas will bring and recognizes 

the need to relocate the transit police. 

o Is concerned regarding the years of demolition and construction that the residents and 

transit users will experience.  



o Also, the lack of lighting around the L train station and the rundown state of the East New 

York LIRR. 

o Asking for a commitment to temporary lighting improvements that can remain 

during the construction period, and 

o Daily cleaning around the area to ensure the residents will not have to endure 

construction debris for decades  

 

o  The council member will follow the deliberations of Community boards 5 & 16 

 

Chair Margaret Brewer (CB5) 

o Community boards 5 and 16 initial request was better lighting, improved safety and 

cleaner area.   

o Wants the plan for Sackman Street revisited  

o Wants to know the plans for public restrooms 

 

EDC  

o Illegal dumping and poor street lighting is primary issue 

Streetscape improvements will include new lighting 

o Sackman Street is approximately 19, 000 sq ft underutilized site in the East New York 

Industrial Zone.  Put it up for a Request for Proposals (RFP) to see what can be done at 

the site 

o EDC conducted extensive community outreach 

o There will be a bathroom in the Callahan Kelly playground 

o Acknowledged the concerns around parking 

o The project was just certified by the Department of City Planning, which starts the 7- 

month ULURP clock 

Question: What can be changed? 

o Nothing has been purchased. We have city capital funding for the first time allocated to 

Broadway junction.  The community has a voice, CBs 5 and 16 have an advisory vote 

and you have the right to share your opinions and concerns. 

o The site was chosen after an exhaustive search, outside of the park the city does not 

own any of the land that could accommodate the NYPD facility. 

Question: Where did the funding come from? 

o Office of Management and Budgets (OMB) allocated $95 million, and the rest came from 

federal funding. 

Question: What input does the funders have – what are they requiring from you? 

o OMB is scrutinous- they look at the uses and allocations that are being proposed.  The 

agency provides an overarching plan so that OMB can understand the scope and 

location of the projects. Also review your district needs statement. 

Statement: Go back to them (OMB) and ask them to help you provide some sort of parking. 

 

End of hearing 

  



 

Other Business 

Expiration of Open Meetings Law Hybrid Provision  

o Can members who join virtually count toward quorum? 

o Under the OML, the requirement is for quorum to be in person, and with the 

presence of a resolution under extraordinary circumstances members can be 

remote and it would not require a publicly noticed location.  However, the 

Borough Board does not have a resolution for a video conferencing location.  

 

Borough Board’s Bylaws Committee – Fred Baptiste, Chairperson 

Chair Baptiste named the committee members and presented the recommendations.  Striked 

text is proposed to be deleted, underlined text is proposed for inclusion. 

 

ARTICLE 1. MEMBERSHIP 

o Section I. The Board shall consist of the borough president. the City Council 

members, and the chairperson of each community board or their designees. 

 

Article II. MEETINGS 

o Section 2. Regular public meetings shall be held monthly, except for the months of 

July and August. Except as otherwise specifically provided for by law, all Board 

meetings, including committee meetings, shall be open to the public. Formal action 

of the Board shall only be taken at a meeting open to the public. 

 

o Section 9. Any matter on the agenda for the first time shall be held over for 

consideration at the next meeting of the Board upon the request of any member, 

unless ¾ two-thirds (2/3) of the members present and entitled to vote, during the 

presence of a quorum vote for immediate consideration of the matter. 

 

ARTICLE III. QUORUM AND VOTING 

Section 4. Subsection b. Except as already indicated, a community board chairperson or his/her 

designated representative shall be limited to voting on issues that directly affect the community 

district represented by such member; unless the board deems it a borough wide issue.  

 

 

 



ARTICLE IV. COMMITTEES 

Section 2. The borough president shall have the authority to appoint, suspend. or remove 

chairpersons of the standing committees of the Board and to establish and appoint, suspend, or 

remove the chairpersons of such special committees. 

a. All such chairpersons shall serve for a period of one year commencing on the effective date of 

appointment until the committee is dismissed in the case of the special committee or until June 

30th. 

b. If any of the chairpersons are unable to serve, then the borough president shall appoint a 

temporary chairperson for the remainder of the term. 

ARTICLE V. PUBLIC HEARINGS 

Section 2. Notice of the time, place, and subject of a public hearing to be held by the Boards 

shall be given as follows: a. For all subject matter, including actions subject to the land use 

review procedure, by publication in The City Record for the ten days seven days of publication 

immediately preceding and including the date of the hearing; 

b. For all actions, publication in the Comprehensive City Planning Calendar distributed not less 

than ten seven calendar days prior to the date of hearing; 

c. For all actions resulting in acquisition of property by the City, whether by condemnation or 

otherwise, to the owner or owners of the property in question mailed by certified mail (return 

receipt requested) to the last known address of such owner or owners as shown on the City's 

tax records, not later than ten days prior to the date of the hearing; 

d. The agency requesting the action under this section shall have the responsibility of providing 

and mailing such notice. 

Section 4. Public hearings shall require a quorum of a majority of the Board's members who arc 

entitled to vote on the subject matter in question. The minutes of the meeting at which the public 

hearing is held shall record the individual members present. 

ARTICLE VII. AMENDMENTS 

Section 1. The by-laws are to be reviewed at least biennially, with a committee to be convened 

in January of the odd year, with amendments to be voted on by the board for adoption. 

Section II. The by-laws herein may be amended by a two-thirds (2/3) vote at any meeting. 

provided that a copy of such proposed amendment shall have been mailed to all members at 

least 60 30 days prior to the vote to amend. 

Chair Lozada-Smith requests a motion on the ULURP proposal – hearing none, Chair stated that 

the matter will be on the agenda of the September meeting.  



There being no further business -motion to adjourn was moved and seconded at 8:06 p.m.  


