
 

MINUTES OF THE BROOKLYN BOROUGH BOARD MEETING  
Tuesday, February 4, 2025 @ 6:00 p.m.   

Brooklyn Borough Hall  
209 Joralemon Street, Brooklyn, NY 11201  

YouTube Recording 
 

Community Boards Present: Anthony Buissereth (CB3), Robert Camacho (CB4), Alice Lowman, 
Paul Mohammed (CB5), Irsa Weatherspoon (CB8), Fred Baptiste (CB9), Sandy Vallas (CB10), 
Marnee Elias-Pavia (CB11), Lucy Mujica-Diaz, Jeanny Hernandez (CB13), Karl-Henry Cesar (CB14), 
Theresa Scavo (CB15), Deborah Williams (CB16) 

Council members: Angela Yang (Restler- 33), Anya Lehr (Gutierrez-34), Michelle Beatty (Osse-36), 
Samori Toure (Nurse-37), Edward Cerna (Aviles-38),  Matthew Malloy (Hanif-39), Darlene Mealy 
(CM-41), Ayanna Williams (Mealy- 41), Michael Lambert (Banks-42), Anna Firsova (Zhuang-43), 
Saye Joseph (Narcisse-46), Zunera Ahmed (Brannan-47), Sasha Revels (Vernikov-48), Justin Bolusi 
(Carr-50). 

Brooklyn Borough President’s Office: Corina Lozada Smith.  

 Welcome and Roll Call  

Call to order at 6:11pm.  Quorum 21.  CBs 12, CMs 8 and BkBPO in attendance. At 6:24p CM Mealy 
and Michael Lambert (CM Banks), Anya Lehr (CM, Guttierez) recognized; at 6:28p Matthew Malloy 
(Hanif-39) and Edward Cerna (Aviles-38) recognized; another rep arrived at 7pm but was not 
recognized for the record. 

Approval of the Agenda: Motion Scavo (CB15), Second Baptiste (CB9), approved by consensus 

Minutes: No corrections/discussion, Motion Baptiste (CB9), Second Jenny Hernandez (CB13) 

Borough Hall & Member Updates:   

• BH Talking Points were read  
• CB 13 Casino Update by Jeany Hernandez 
• CB9 SUNY Downstate Closure Update (will remain open) there will be two more hearings, 

the next one on February 27th at Medgar Evers College  
• CB5 YouTube Page is up, please like and follow and CB5 held a Special Board Meeting on 

1/30 regarding Grace Housing Development 
o Camacho (CB4) commented CB5 on need for family units not just one and two 

bedrooms 

https://www.bing.com/videos/riverview/relatedvideo?&q=Borough+President%27s+Brooklyn+Reynoso+Borough+Board+February+4%2c+2025&&mid=07A4E8E9385F7D9AF1CD07A4E8E9385F7D9AF1CD&&FORM=VRDGAR


o Lowman (CB5) response that CB5 did discuss the need for family units and felt the 
project met the community’s needs 

• CM Mealy – Mondays Free Immigration Attorneys, Tuesdays Free Housing Attorneys, 
Wednesdays Housing Connect Specialist to help with applications, Valentine’s Day Party on 
2/8 at 1435 Lincoln Place 

• CD 42 Banks- Office moved to 1199 Elton Street 
• CB16- The Board finally hired a DM after 2 years 

 Unfinished Business- No motion put forth for a recommendation for Atlantic Avenue Mixed Use 
Plan ULURP Application 

Communication & Reports  

• Discussion on Board Attendance (various speakers) 

Motion: Baptiste (CB9), Second Scavo (CB15) to publish monthly Borough Board attendance on 
the Brooklyn Borough President’s website.  VOTE PASSES 21Y-0 N- 5A 

(Motion Baptiste (CB9), Second Scavo (CB15), Chair asked point of clarity question, Amended 
Motion Baptiste (CB9) and Second Scavo (CB15) 

Other Business  

• Discussion on Open Meeting Laws: Clarification of Expiration in 2026 
o Baptiste: Dissatisfaction of Hybrid Options and discussion of a Funding Mandate, 

please keep on agenda 
o Lowman: Need for wheelchair accessibility at CB5 office and need for provisions 

that allow for exceptions such as inclement weather 
o Buissereth: CBs have to implement a Five-year Accessibility Plan but were not 

provided information on that plan.  Question regarding vacancies of members who 
pass away during service and recognition for their service. Response from COS 
Imperiale that CBs should send over information regarding CB members who 
passed away during service because we write condolence letters.  

o CM Mealy question about CM appointments for vacancies or is it just BP 
appointments.  Answer from Chair: appointments are made in consultation with 
CMs for vacancy on CM lines.  

o Lucy Mujica Diaz: CBs have passed and can pass resolutions for hybrid meetings 
under the Open Meetings , extraordinary circumstances etc. 

o Scavo- noted that the Borough Board can barely get a quorum for in person meeting, 
how would we get a quorum for hybrid meetings. 

• Review Board Bylaws discussion ensued 
o Motion: Baptiste, second Camacho to establish by-laws committee.  Voice vote 

16Y-0N-3A, motion passes. Abstentions are CD 34, 43 and 50 

Meeting Adjourned at 7:17pm 

 


