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Brooklyn Borough Hall - Code of Conduct for Public Hearings

Pursuant to §82 of the New York City Charter the Brooklyn Borough President has the authority
to hold public hearings on matters of public interest. To ensure the effectiveness and order of said
hearings, Brooklyn Borough President Antonio Reynoso issues this “Code of Conduct for Public
Hearings” (hereinafter “policy”) to notify constituents of impermissible behavior at public
hearings held by the Brooklyn Borough President.

The Office of the Brooklyn Borough President establishes this policy to safeguard all participants
of public hearings. This policy addresses disruptive behaviors that threaten the safety of Borough
Hall employees and individuals attending the public hearing alike, including but not limited to
behavior that may interrupt the flow and order of the public hearing, impede other individuals in
equally participating in the hearing, obstruct communication to the general public, damage
government property, present an imminent threat, etc.

Individuals who fail to adhere to these principles may experience removal at the Chairperson’s
discretion from the public hearing at the time of the occurrence. Repeated failure to adhere to these
principles may result in the individual’s expulsion from Brooklyn Borough Hall for future public
hearings. The Brooklyn Borough President notes that the below list is not the exhaustive list of all
possible disruptive behavior and reserves the right to amend this policy at any time without prior
written notice.

Prohibited Disruptive Behavior:

Disruptive behavior includes but is not limited to:

1. Interruption and repeated interruption of the Chairperson or any individual(s) testifying
2. Speaking over the allotted time for testimony and/or failing to yield to the Chairperson,
especially after the Chairperson has requested the individual to yield

3. Offensive gestures, suggestive comments or inappropriate sexual behavior
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4. Verbal threats and/or derogatory statements, including but not limited to hate speech of
any kind

5. Aggression or threats of physical acts of violence including intimidation, harassment, and
sexual harassment. This includes other such behaviors that make other individuals or
staff feel unsafe such as invasion of personal space, stalking, etc.

6. Physical acts of violence such as physical altercations including but not limited to
throwing objects, pushing or shoving, punching or slapping, etc.

7. Improper use of or damage to government property including but not limited to standing
on tables or chairs, using government property as weapons, etc.

8. Possession and/or brandishing of weapons on the premises including but not limited to
knives, guns, mase, pepper spray, tasers, or any other sharp or blunt force objects that can
be classified or used as a weapon

9. Possession or use of alcohol or other illegal substances while at Brooklyn Borough Hall

10. Theft

11. Eating and/or drinking during the public hearing



