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Uniform Land Use Review Procedure (ULURP) Application
NEW YORK COMMUNITY HOSPITAL OF BROOKLYN — C180070MMK

IN THE MATTER OF an application by a private applicant, New York Community Hospital of Brooklyn, Inc.
involving the elimination, discontinuance and closing of a portion of Avenue O between Bedford Avenue
and Kings Highway in Community District 14, Borough of Brooklyn, in order to facilitate the construction
of a new Infectious Disease Isolation Unit (IDIU) for the New York Community Hospital.

BROOKLYN COMMUNITY DISTRICT 14

RECOMMENDATION
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RECOMMENDATION FOR: NEW YORK COMMUNITY HOSPITAL OF BROOKLYN - C180070MMK

The project area is in East Midwood, Brooklyn, adjacent to the New York Community Hospital of
Brooklyn. It is in an R7A zoning district, neighboring high-density residential buildings and commercial
uses along Kings Highway with lower-density residential R2 districts in the surrounding area.

The applicant is seeking to discontinue and close a portion of Avenue O in order to construct a new
Infectious Disease Isolation Unit (IDIU). In 2014, in response to the Ebola Virus, the New York State
Department of Health released an Order for Summary Action that requires hospitals to implement and
maintain isolation rooms. Because the IDIU must be separate from the main hospital building, the
applicant determined that an exterior expansion was most viable. This demapping and the resulting
IDIU would allow the hospital to comply with this order.
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The applicant is proposing to demap an 11.7 by 118.4-foot area out of the sidewalk on Avenue O and a
39.4-foot-long area along Kings Highway. Currently, the hospital has a revocable consent from DOT to
operate an accessible entrance on Avenue O; by demapping this portion of the street, this application
would obviate the need for a revocable consent. The area abutting Kings Highway is currently fenced
off by the hospital, even though itis in the public right-of-way and there is no revocable consent. This
application will officially add the fenced off segment to the parcel, essentially legalizing the existing
condition of the site. Thus overall, this application will not decrease the currently available pedestrian
sidewalk space. In total, approximately 1,358 square feet would be demapped to facilitate a three-
story expansion of the hospital with a 500 square foot footprint, with the IDIU on the first story and
other hospital uses on the top two floors.

Currently, the hospital uses a temporary portable unit on-site to manage infectious disease cases, but
the lack of space on the small lot forces potentially infected individuals to pass through the
Emergency Room waiting room, increasing the risk of cross-contamination. The proposed demapping
would allow for the construction of a permanent infectious disease unit with a dedicated entrance,
eliminating this risk and ensuring safer, more efficient patient pathways.

Community Board Position

On October 7, 2024, Community Board 14 voted to approve this application without conditions.

Following this recommendation, the Community Board coordinated an additional meeting with New
York Community Hospital representatives and nearby residents to address curb management concerns
raised during the hearing.

Borough President ULURP Hearing and Public Comment

Borough President Reynoso held a public hearing on this application on November 20, 2024. No
members of the public testified either in support or opposition of the project. The Borough President’s
Office did not receive any written comments through November 22, 2024.

Approval Rationale

Borough President Reynoso believes that the proposed actions are appropriate. The demappng will
allow New York Community Hospital of Brooklyn to comply with the New York State Department of Health’s
IDIU requirement and formalize how the hospital is currently using the public domain. The hospital's current
use of a temporary unit demonstrates the immediate need for such a facility and highlights the spatial
constraints that necessitate the demapping.

The COVID-19 pandemic further demonstrated the need to prepare for the outbreak of infectious diseases.
This is especially necessary in a borough with stark health inequalities. As discussed in the Comprehensive
Plan for Brooklyn, neighborhoods within 30 minutes of each other experience multi-year discrepancies in life
expectancy. This expansion of the Brooklyn Community Hospital is a positive step towards the healthcare
goal of the Comprehensive Plan—to increase access to quality, affordable health care and preventative
services—for the diverse populations of Community District 14, where 63 percent of the residents identity as
non-white.

Borough President Reynoso does not take the discontinuance of the public right-of-way lightly. The

applicant’s proposed buildout of critical healthcare infrastructure is integral to the rationale for approving this

application. If not for this specific proposed use, the Borough President might otherwise explore the

possibility for reclaiming the fenced-off right-of-way for improved pedestrian space, as called for in

Recommendation 4.2.1. of the Comprehensive Plan. In other words, this application should not be
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considered a precedent for other instances where property owners have encroached into the public right-of-
way.

Recommendation

BE IT RESOLVED that the Brooklyn Borough President, pursuant to Sections 197-c and 201 of the New
York City Charter, recommends that the City Planning Commission and City Council approve this

application:
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