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Uniform Land Use Review Procedure (ULURP) Application
RED HOOK COASTAL RESILIENCY — C240035MMK, C240036PQK

IN THE MATTER OF an application submitted by the Department of Design and Construction (DDC),
Department of Transportation (DOT), Department of Citywide Administrative Services (DCAS), and
Department of Parks and Recreation (Parks) seeking City Map amendments to regrade and elevate
several streets and map new parkland to enlarge Todd Triangle Park, as well as acquisitions related to
easements along private property, to facilitate a neighborhood-wide flood resiliency project in Red
Hook, Community District 6, Brooklyn.

BROOKLYN COMMUNITY DISTRICT 6

RECOMMENDATION
O APPROVE O DISAPPROVE
B APPROVE WITH O DISAPPROVE WITH
MODIFICATIONS/CONDITIONS MODIFICATIONS/CONDITIONS

RECOMMENDATION FOR: RED HOOK COASTAL RESILIENCY — C240035MMK, C240036PQK

The Department of Transportation (DOT), Department of Design and Construction (DDC), Department of
Parks and Recreation (Parks), and Department of Citywide Administrative Services (DCAS) (collectively
the “Applicants”) are seeking approval for a series of city map changes and acquisitions to facilitate the
Red Hook Coastal Resiliency (RHCR) project. RHCR aims to address coastal storm flooding vulnerability
along segments of the Red Hook waterfront by implementing a flood protection system in the public right-
of-way.

The proposed flood protection system includes permanent floodwalls, deployable flood barriers, and
raised street grades that, combined, aim to provide a base static level of protection of up to elevation eight
feet, and up to elevation 10 feet with the deployable flood barriers deployed. The Applicants determined
this level of protection with the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) and the New York State
Department of Homeland Security and Emergency Services (DHSES), who are providing grant funding
for the project. RHCR also includes several improvements to open space, namely a slight enlargement of
Todd Triangle Park and a buildout of the Brooklyn Waterfront Greenway (BWG).

In order to facilitate construction of this project, the Applicants are requesting 20 changes in legal street
grades, mapping Sullivan Street west of Ferris Street, and demapping a portion of Halleck Street to
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enlarge Todd Triangle Park. The applicants are also seeking acquisitions of 20 privately owned lots in
order to facilitate the negotiation of easements. The purpose of these easements would be to provide
access to the flood protection system for maintenance and repair, rather than purchasing property.

Borough President Reynoso held a public hearing on this application on February 28, 2024. Four
members of the public testified at the hearing and four additional residents submitted written
testimony. Testimony voiced concerns about the design and maintenance of the proposed
floodwalls, the exclusion of buildings at the southern end of Van Brunt Street south of Beard Street,
and a potential “bathtub effect” resulting from backflow prevention devices being installed on the
combined sewer outfalls (CSOs) in the area.

Community Board Position

Community Board 6 voted to approve this application on February 20, 2024, with the conditions that
the Applicants:

1) Update the data used to reflect the current reality of flooding in Red Hook
2) Not exclude several large buildings, small businesses, and a supermarket at the end of Van Brunt
street

Approval Rationale

Borough President Reynoso believes the requested changes to the City Map and acquisitions are
appropriate. Red Hook Coastal Resiliency (RHCR) is a step forward toward protecting Red Hook from
coastal flooding and providing sorely needed investments to open space and the Brooklyn Waterfront
Greenway.

Protecting Brooklyn’s waterfront communities from the threats of climate change is essential. This is
especially apparent in Red Hook, a neighborhood that is home to both an environmental justice
community and vital industrial and waterfront businesses critical to the region’s logistics and economy. In
The Comprehensive Plan for Brooklyn, Borough President Reynoso outlines a framework for Resilient
Infrastructure & Jobs that focuses on the borough’s waterfront as a site of industrial jobs, critical freight
infrastructure, and the first line of defense against rising sea water. By protecting against 10 feet of coastal
flooding while preserving Red Hook’s industrial land use and access to the waterfront, RHCR is aligned
with this framework.

However, Borough President Reynoso echoes concerns that this plan addresses only one kind of flooding
and could leave Red Hook vulnerable to a “bathtub effect” when tide gates are activated on CSOs. The
Borough President understands that RHCR'’s funding and purview are limited to coastal flooding. It is
essential for future projects such as the Army Corps of Engineers’ Harbor and Tributary Study (HATS) to
specifically include protections against stormwater flooding, not just coastal flooding. DEP should also
continue to engage the community and provide more information about sewer system upgrades
scheduled to begin construction in 2027.

As outlined in The Comprehensive Plan for Brooklyn, Borough President Reynoso is committed to the
improvement of pedestrian, cycling, and recreational infrastructure across the borough. By building out a
portion of the Brooklyn Waterfront Greenway, this project is aligned with the Plan’s Healthy Streets &
Environment framework, and specific recommendations relating to strengthening Brooklyn’s bicycle and
pedestrian infrastructure (Rec 4.1.1) and promoting cycling and recreational opportunities for all
Brooklynites (Rec. 4.1.3).

The Borough President is also encouraged that RHCR’s design incorporates traffic calming and
accessibility measures such as raised intersections. Slowing down traffic to safer speeds will be especially
important to offset the loss of the existing cobblestones. However, the Borough President is disappointed
that the proposed raised intersections include no additional paint or other visual markings. Traffic calming
measures rely on shaping drivers’ perception. To maximize the traffic calming effect, the Borough
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President requests that DOT alter the design of the proposed raised intersections to include additional
paint or a change in pavement treatment, as illustrated in the National Association for City Transportation
Officials (NACTO) Urban Street Design Guide.

Our borough’s open spaces are only as good as the maintenance and sanitation services they receive.
The Borough President echoes community concerns that the existing Interim Flood Protection Measures
(IFPM) have been poorly maintained, leading to piles of trash building up on top of and against the sides
of flood barriers. DOT and DEP have claimed responsibility for the maintenance and operations of the
floodwalls. Borough President Reynoso requests that DOT and DEP coordinate with the City’s Chief
Public Realm Officer to publish a maintenance strategy for flood infrastructure.

Borough President Reynoso is aware of a community proposal to re-map Halleck Street to facilitate a
truck rerouting proposal. When asked about a potential conflict with the proposed enlargement of Todd
Triangle Park, the Applicants responded that given that the proposed re-mapping of Halleck would already
require a lengthy park alienation process at the state level, RHCR’s proposed enlargement of Todd Park
would not represent an additional significant obstacle to the truck re-routing plan. If such a plan were to
be pursued, the enlargement of Todd Triangle Park would at least serve as a useful addition of open,
permeable space in the interim.

Recommendation

Be it resolved that the Brooklyn Borough President, pursuant to Sections 197-c and 201 of the New
York City Charter, recommends that the City Planning Commission and City Council approve this
application with the condition that:

1) The Department of Transportation (DOT) alter the design of proposed raised intersections to
include additional paint or a change in pavement material.

Be it further resolved that:

1) The Department of Transportation (DOT) and Department of Environmental Protection (DEP)
coordinate their stewardship and maintenance of the floodwalls with the City’s Chief Public Realm
Officer.

2) The Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) commit to additional public engagement to
update the public on the status of sewer improvements with regard to preventing the “bathtub
effect.”
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