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APPLICATION
ROUNDTABLE SENIOR CENTER — 220212 PQK

An application submitted the Department for the Aging (DFTA) and the Department of Citywide
Administrative Services (DCAS) to secure continued use of a senior center occupying approximately
17,600 square feet (sf) in a privately-owned building located at 1175 Gates Avenue in Brooklyn
Community District 4 (CD 4).
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RECOMMENDATION FOR: ROUNDTABLE SENIOR CENTER — 220212 PQK

The Department for the Aging (DFTA) and the Department of Citywide Administrative Services (DCAS)
submitted an application to secure continued use of a senior center occupying approximately 17,600
square feet (sf) in a privately-owned building located at 1175 Gates Avenue in Brooklyn Community
District 4 (CD 4).

On February 17, 2022, Brooklyn Borough President Antonio Reynoso held a remote public hearing on this
Uniform Land Use Review Procedure (ULURP) application. There were no speakers on the item.

Community Board Position
Brooklyn Community Board 4 (CB 4) approved this application on February 16, 2022.

Approval Rationale
1175 Gates Avenue is a five-story building, located midblock between Bushwick and Evergreen

avenues, that has been used as childcare center and a senior center since the 1970s. The City’s
most recent lease, for a period of five years, was approved in 2015 (ULURP No. 150168 PQK). This
application would result in a new 20-year lease for the Roundtable Senior Center, which occupies
the third, fourth, and fifth floors (the childcare center contract is managed separately by the
Department of Education).

Borough President Reynoso appreciates the owner’s willingness to enter into a long-term lease with
the City. However, he is concerned that the site’s R6 district, which is mapped over most of Bushwick,
incentivizes higher-value housing development. At 4.45 FAR, 1175 Gates Avenue is one of the denser
buildings in the area. Though not underbuilt, it could be replaced with market-rate housing, like the
new, 4-story walkups at 1183 and 1185 Gates Avenue. Even with a 20-year lease, the owner could
elect to sell the property, which would jeopardize the childcare and the senior center.

Borough President Reynoso believes that the best way to secure such community facilities is to
purchase the buildings outright. Where acquisition is not possible, the lease terms should guarantee
the City a right of first offer if the property is put up for sale.

Prior to signing the new lease, the property owner will be required to make certain improvements,
as determined by DCAS. This includes graffiti removal, window replacement, and sidewalk repairs.
Borough President Reynoso appreciates the landlord’s intent to install planters in front of the
building, to compliment existing street furniture. He encourages the owner to further enhance the
building facade by partnering with a Bushwick arts organization to create a mural.

In closing, Borough President Reynoso believes that 1175 Gates Avenue is a vital community asset,
and the City should make every effort to preserve this property in perpetuity.

Recommendation
Be it resolved that the Brooklyn borough president, pursuant to Section 197-c of the New York City
Charter, recommends that the City Planning Commission (CPC) and City Council approve this

application.




