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Uniform Land Use Review Procedure (ULURP) Application
180 SCHERMERHORN STREET PARKING LOT— N230046ZAK, C230047ZSK

IN THE MATTER OF an application submitted by State Street Parking, LLC pursuant to Sections 197-
¢ and 201 of the New York City Charter for the grant of special permits pursuant to Section 74-52 of
the Zoning Resolution to allow an attended public parking lot with a maximum capacity of 245 spaces
on property located at 180 Schermerhorn Street (Block 170, Lots 20, 15 and 1001-1129), in a C6-1
District, within the Special Downtown Brooklyn District, Borough of Brooklyn, Community District 2.

BROOKLYN COMMUNITY DISTRICT 2

RECOMMENDATION

O APPROVE & DISAPPROVE
O APPROVE WITH O DISAPPROVE WITH
MODIFICATIONS/CONDITIONS MODIFICATIONS/CONDITIONS

RECOMMENDATION FOR: 180 SCHERMERHORN STREET PARKING LOT— N230046ZAK,
C230047ZSK

The applicant’s property is located at the intersection of a high density mixed-use Downtown
Brooklyn and a primarily medium-density residential neighborhood of Boerum Hill. The subject
property currently operates a 114-space off-street surface parking garage with mechanical vehicle
lifts, or “stackers”, that allow for additional parking capacity above surface level. The applicant’s site
is zoned C6-1, and, in 2001, the Special Downtown Brooklyn Special District was mapped over the
development site.

After the expiration of the of the Schermerhorn Pacific Urban Renewal Area in 2012, the adjacent
publicly owned site was disposed of to a private developer. The subsequent agreement redistributed
all available floor area from the applicant’s property to an adjacent development site (Block 170, Lots
1001-1129) to facilitate a mixed-use development.
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The applicant proposes a special permit to allow for up to 245 off-street parking spaces on the
applicant’s property that currently operates an existing 114-space parking lot.

Borough President Reynoso held a public hearing on this application on July 11, 2023. No members
of the public testified on this item.

Community Board Position

Community Board 2 held a public hearing on this item on Wednesday, May 17, 2023, but has
remained silent on the application.

Disapproval Rationale

Borough President Reynoso believes the applicant’s proposed development is inappropriate. Due to
significant on-street modifications to the public right-of-way on Schermerhorn Street, the pending
impacts of desperately needed repairs to the BQE cantilever on traffic along Atlantic Avenue, and
the impacts to local streets in Downtown Brooklyn when congestion pricing is adopted, the Brooklyn
Borough President believes that the City should do everything to discourage private vehicles from
transiting Downtown Brooklyn, which is characterized by significant high-density pedestrian traffic
and excellent access to public transportation. The Borough President requests that the applicant
consider a new proposal on the site that would achieve greater public purpose. The Borough
President understands that refiling a different project at this location would require a rezoning, as all
previously available floor area on this site has been used elsewhere across the zoning lot. The
Borough President would be supportive of the applicant undertaking a more robust community input
process to propose a project that satisfies community needs. As one of the only remaining
undeveloped lots in Downtown Brooklyn, it is critical that we carefully consider this site for uses other
than the storage of private vehicles.

Recommendation

Be it resolved that the Brooklyn Borough President, pursuant to Sections 197-c and 201 of the New
York City Charter, recommends that the City Planning Commission and City Council disapprove this

application.
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